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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. I 


Basis of the opinion 


□ 


Box No. II 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. Ill 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


□ 


Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 




Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Rule 43i?is .l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and e;q)lanations siq)portixig such statement 


□ 


Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 


□ 


Box No. VII 


Certain defects in the international spplication 


□ 


Box No. Vm 


Certain observations on the international ^iplication 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examinmg Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the appUcant chooses an 
Authority other than tiiis one to be die IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66. Ibis if?) 
that written opinions of this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 



If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, die applicant is invited to submit to the 
IPEA a written reply together, v^iiere appropriate, widi amendments, before the expiration of 3 montiis from die date of 
mailing of Form PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from die priority date, whichever empires later. 
For ftoher options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 



3. For furtiier details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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Box No. I Basis of this opinion 



1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in v/^ch 
it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

[ I This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 



vAnch is Oie language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the 
claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

I I a sequence listing 

I I table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

I I in written format 

I I in computer readable form 

c. time of fUix^iumishing 

I I contained in international application as filed. 

I I filed together with the international application in con^uter readable form. 
I I furnished subsequendy to this Authority for ihe purposes of search. 



3. In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table relating thereto has been 
filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in 
the application as filed or does not go beyond the s^iplication as filed, as iq)propriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43 to.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and cxfrianalions supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Claims 5 and? 



Claims 1-4, 6 and 8 



_YES 
NO 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims NONE 



Claims 1-8 



_YES 
NO 



Industrial applicability OA) 



Claims 1-8 



Claims NONE 



NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

Claims 1-4. 6 and 8 lack novelty under POT Article 33(2) as being anticipated by Decarolis '057. Decarolis 'Q57 shows a housing 
(10) having exterior an exterior surface with a hollow interior defined by two spaced apart housing; an elongate flexible blade (52) 
with a free end (54) and a terminal end; a spool (50) mounted for rotation about a first axis within the hollow interior of said housing; 
a fu-st sheave (66) mounted coaxially of the first axis; a spiral spring assembly (80) mounted about a second £ixis within the hollow 
interior of said lr>using and generally parallel with the first axis of said spool; a second sheave (86) mounted coaxially of the second 
axis; and means for transmitting rotational movement of said first sheave to said second sheave, see figures 1-4. 

Claim 5 lacks an inventive step under PCX Article 33(3) as being obvious over Decarolis '057 in view of Caldwell '847. DecaroUs 
'057 does not teach a flexible belt to drive the spool and the spring assembly but otherwise teaches all of the claimed elements. 
Caldwell ' 847 teaches the use of a flexible belt (38) to drive the spool and the spring assembly, see figure 1 . It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill the art at the time the invention was made to modify the apparatus of Decarolis '057 by 
providing a belt drive as taught by Caldwell '847, to drive the spool and the spring assembly. 

Claim 7 lacks an inventive step under PCX Article 33(3) as being obvious over Decarolis '057 in view of Lin '916. Decarolis '057 
does teach hand and finger contoured surface but does not teach pads. Lin * 9 16 teaches an elastic material (20) to prevent the 
measuring tape dispeiser from slipping off v^aen using it, see figure 2. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the apparatus of Decarolis '057 by providing an dastic material (i.e. pads) as taught 
by Lin '916, to prevent the measuring tape dispenser from slq)ping off when using it 

Claims 1-8 meet the criteria set out in PCX Article 33(4), and thus have industrial qiplicability because the subject matter claimed 
can be made or used in industry. 
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